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  The wellbeing and learning of all our pupils are at the heart of all we do! 
 

 

The Grove Primary 

School 
 

 

 

Our value for this half-term isé 

RESPECT FRIENDSHIP COURAGE COOPERATION QUALITY HAPPINESS 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This has been a very busy half-term with our Year 6 pupils taking their SATs examinations. I am delighted 

to say that the externally marked Key Stage 2 examinations are now over and have been sent away for 

marking. Our Year 6 pupils have worked really hard all year for these examinations and we are so proud 

of their efforts; they are now working hard to complete their writing books ready for final teacher 

assessment and external moderation. 

Elsewhere across the school, all our pupils have continued to put in 100% effort to achieve their personal 

learning goals. Year 1 children have made great progress in their phonics learning, leading to improved 

reading skills. Year 1 pupils will sit their national Phonics Awareness Check during week commencing 

Monday, 12th June 2017. In line with schools across the Kite and nationally, our Year 2 children have 

been busily demonstrating their skills in the Key Stage 1 assessments this week across Kite schools.  

We are pleased with the initial outcomes and very proud of their efforts this year 

A new feature of our newsletters will be the óYou Requested, We Didô section which will highlight the 

schoolôs response to areas raised by parents. The Parental Forums present a great opportunity for 

parents and carers to share their views and ideas so please join us ï the next Parental Forum will be on 

Friday, 26th May 2017 at 9.00am in the school hall and will be led by Mrs Peace and a school governor. 

Leslie Semper                 

               Head Teacher    

 

 

Newsletter No. 11, Friday, 19th May 2017 

 

Our very talented Miss Menzies 

baked this Moana ï themed cake 

for the year 2 celebrations at the 

end of SATs this week. This ties in 

with the óUnderwater Worldô theme 

this term. 

óThis was very yummy, thank you 

Miss Menziesô. 

http://www.thekiteacademytrust.org/
http://www.thekiteacademytrust.org/
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You requested é We did é  Our next steps é 

 
é information and training 
on phonics learning and the 
Year 1 Phonics Awareness. 

é Mrs Peace held training sessions 
for Year 1 parents.  Mrs Friend has 
held Phonics training also. 

Mrs Friend will organise parental 
training covering phonics, reading, 
writing and maths from Sept 2017 

é clariifcation on meetings. Reminder that óOpen Classesô are 
held every month for parents to visit 
classes, look at displays and 
examine their childôs books.  
 
Teacher Termly Briefings are held at 
the beginning of each term to review 
curriculum content and help required. 

- Open Classes 
- Year group termly briefings 
- Termly Parent Teacher 

Consultations 
- Parental Forum every half-term 

(leaders and governors) 
- Class name and class 

assemblies annually 
- Parental learning workshops 

é clarification on our 
homework content and 
frequency 

Teachers sent out a letter to all 
parents dealing weekly expectations. 

We are reviewing our Homework 
Policy to maximise greater 
consistency across the school. 

... that we nominate 
parental representatives for 
each class. 

Leaders and teachers all agreed this 
would be useful, and are 
approaching potential volunteers. 

We aim to have parental 
representatives in place by 
September 2017. 

é that boys and girls 
change for P.E. separately. 

This was introduced immediately- for 
girls and boys from Year 4 upwards. 

This will henceforth be an ongoing 
school policy from Year 4. 

é that the learning 
interventions were having a 
noticeable impact on pupilsô 
learning. 

This positive feedback was passed 
on to our staff; it provides valuable 
support for the schoolôs assessment. 
We use the Assertive Mentoring 
approach to ensure full curriculum 
coverage and identify ógapsô. 

Learning interventions will continue 
to be planned to help pupils of all 
abilities address their learning 
gaps.New school reports from July 
2017 will demonstrate the schoolôs 
new assesment approach 

... that transition planning 
be reviewed.                  
(See Enrichment Calendar) 

Leaders have discussed ómoving upô 
arrangements with teachers to 
ensure a smooth transition.  

Parents will have the opportunity to 
ómeet the new teacherô and discuss 
their childôs transition in July 2017. 

é more notice on school 
events 

We agreed to aim for a minimum of 
one month for trips requring money 
and two weeks for all events, where 
possible.  

Leaders will continue to monitor 
these timings to ensure adequate 
notice is given. We will continue at 
times to óseizeô last minute 
opportunities. 

é that the Enirchment 
Calendar be highlighted 
with new/revised events. 

Henceforth updates are in blue! 

ééthat the Reception/ 
Year 1 building 
security/tidiness be 
reviewed. 

Henceforth a member of staff is on 
duty daily and pupils are encouraged 
to use pegs/be tidy. 
Parents are encouraged to allow 
children to entre the building 
independantly.   
If you arrive after 8.50am Parents 
must enter via school main entrance. 

Member of staff to be on duty 
continuously every morning.   
New signage on doors will request 
that parents do not enter the 
building with their child. 
Storage lockers being investigated 
for next year. 
 

éwider range of Reception 
and KS1 clubs 

Teachers will be starting craft club, pitch and putt, football, cookery and 
sibling reading next half-term. 
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Our Sports Days will be taking place after half term; these days are always wonderful family 

events and we are delighted to welcome families to the school.  

A special request for family picnics ï please do not bring fast food meals onto school 

premises ï a traditional family picnic is recommended. 

 

Wednesday 7th June   Years 1 and 2 and EYS   [Reserve Day  Tuesday 13th June] 

Years 1 and 2         9:00a.m. ï 10:30a.m. 

Reception (Early Years)      11:00a.m. ï 12 noon 

Children will need to wear full PE kit including their house coloured t- shirts, shorts, socks 

and trainers. [no plimsolls or astro boots please] 

Year 1 and 2 parents and carers are welcome to stay and watch the Reception sports events 

or return at noon for the picnic lunch. Children can either share family picnics, bring packed 

lunch with them or the school kitchen can provide packed lunch for them. Please notify the 

school kitchen if you would like them to provide a lunch using the form on the bottom of the 

recent Sports Day letter (sent 12th May 2017). 

 

Friday 9th June   KS2 Years 3,4,5,6     [Reserve Day Monday 12th June] 

Children will need to wear full PE kit including their house coloured t- shirts, shorts, socks 

and trainers [no plimsolls or astro boots please] 

9: 15a.m Start of the Team Events Competition. All children will be representing their houses 

in a series of fun challenges using their PE skills. 

10: 55a.m Long Jump, Vortex and Hurdles finals. Sprints, Distance Race and Team Relays. 

12:15 ï 1:20p.m approx. Family picnic lunch on the 

field. 

Parents are invited to join their children for a picnic 

lunch on the field. Children can either share parentsô 

picnics or bring packed lunch with them. The school 

kitchen will be offering cooked lunches as normal on 

this day.  
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Our Winner Is 

MARYAM, Year 5 

We recently held a competition for children to design the front page of our new 

reading diaries. The new diaries have now been distributed and I think we can all 

agree that they look fantastic, thank you to the colourful and beautiful design created 

by Maryam. We would like to thank everyone for taking part. We send a huge Grove 

School Congratulations to Maryam, Year 5 for being our overall winner.
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We would like to thank our wonderful volunteers in our FOG 
committee ï Friends of The Grove - for all their help and fundraising 

efforts which funded for new toys for our school. 

Our children are so excited to receive lots of news games and play equipment for 
use at lunch times.  Hopefully, with the weather set to improve, everyone in the 
school will be able to enjoy using them. We are so grateful to FOG for their 
generosity. 

Forthcoming events 

Thursday 25th May: FOG Discos, Infants 4.30pm 

& Juniors 5.45pm 

 

Summer Fayre Saturday 15th July 12pm ï 3pm 
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Update on Attendance    

Attendance this year to date stands at 95.7% - our target remains 96.5% so we are tracking below 

target, mainly due to unauthorised holiday requests or unexplained absence. We are shortly awaiting 

new stricter guidelines from Surrey County Council and the Department for Education, following the 

loss of the nationally publicised case concerning a father from the Isle of Wight who took his child out 

of school on holidays during term-time. It is strongly expected that fines will be re-introduced on a 

wider scale and for fewer daysô holiday. Please send your child to school every day unless they are ill, 

in which case it is vital that the parent/carer or childminder calls the school to inform us of the reason 

for the absence. The school will make daily ótruancy callsô if no notification is received and will continue 

to work closely with Surreyôs Education Welfare Officer to address persistent absence. 

Strong attendance maximises childrenôs life chances and we aim to ensure every child receives 

their full educational entitlement, allowing them to succeed socially, academically and 

economically. 

                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


